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About Us
ÅPerinatal Epidemiologist

ïPRAMS

ïTitle X

ïData Management/ 
Requests

ÅLead MCH 
Epidemiologist

ïSupervision/Support to 
MCH epidemiology and 
evaluation team

ïTitle V

ïCYSHCN

ïData Management/ 
Requests



Vital Statistics, PRAMS, BRFSS, YRBS/ 
Profiles

Sources



VA population, births, deaths, 
induced terminations (ITOPS), fetal 
deaths

Virginia Vital Stats



Vital Stats Overview
ÅDivision of Health Statistics collects and 

disseminates population-based health data

ÅNational Center for Health Statistics

ÅLive births, fetal deaths, ITOPS, population 
data

ÅOver 300 columns/variables within the birth 
file

ÅCan stratify indicators by race, age, locality… 
(no income variable)



Examples of MCH indicators

Å Infant mortality, fetal death rate, teen pregnancy, preterm 
births, low birth weight births, non-marital births, and ITOPS

ÅData Tables: http:// 166.67.66.226/HealthStats/stats.htm

http://166.67.66.226/HealthStats/stats.htm


Data portal

http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/data/maternal-child-health/

http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/data/maternal-child-health/
http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/data/maternal-child-health/


Pregnancy Risk Assessment 
Monitoring System

PRAMS



PRAMS Overview

ÅPopulation-based surveillance system

ÅSelf-reported maternal behaviors and 
experiences around the time of pregnancy

ÅSupplements birth certificate information

ÅState and near-national estimates



PRAMS Surveys
ÅData collection 

primarily by mailed 
paper survey 

ÅSurvey booklets are 14 
pages and around 

85 questions in length

ÅTelephone follow-up

ÅTakes 20 - 30 minutes 

to complete 



VA -Specific Question Example
76. Iôm going to read a list of Virginia programs. For each one, please tell me if you have 

heard of the program. 

(PROBE: Have you heard of ___________________________?) 

Program 

a. Quit Now Virginia (1- 800-QUIT-NOW) 

b. 2-1-1 Virginia 

c. TEXT4BABY 

d. VA Department of Health Family Planning Clinics 

e. Plan First/Family Planning Waiver 

f. Care Connection for Children 

g. Baby Care 

h. Loving Steps/Healthy Start 

i. Resource Mothers 

j. Parents as Teachers 

k. Home Instruction Program for Preschool Youngsters (HIPPY) 

l. Nurse ïFamily Partnership (NFP) 

m. Healthy Families 

n. Part C Early Intervention 

o. Project LINK 

p. CHIP of VA 



VA PRAMS Information

ÅData tables

ïhttp:// www.vdh.virginia.gov/prams/data/

ÅMore information about US PRAMS

ïhttps:// www.cdc.gov/prams/index.htm

ÅMore information about VA PRAMS

ïhttp://www.vdh.virginia.gov/prams/

ÅVA PRAMS data analyst and interim 
coordinator 

ïPRAMS@vdh.virginia.gov

http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/prams/data/
https://www.cdc.gov/prams/index.htm
http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/prams/
mailto:PRAMS@vdh.virginia.gov


Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System 
(aka Virginia Adult Health Survey)

BRFSS



BRFSS Overview
ÅCollects state data regarding health-related 

risk behaviors, chronic health conditions, and 
use of preventive services

ÅAdult telephone survey–Cell Phone and 
Landline

ÅCollected annually January –December

Å6 month data delay –CDC cleans and weights 
all 50 states and territories

ÅProvides weighted prevalence estimates



Examples of MCH indicators
ÅFull family planning module

ÅHealth care access

ÅDemographics including pregnancy status

ÅOral health

ÅTobacco use

ÅAlcohol consumption



Data portal

http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/data/health-behavior/

http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/data/health-behavior/
http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/data/health-behavior/


Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance 
System (aka Virginia Youth Survey)

YRBS



YRBS

ÅAdministered every other year to secondary 
(middle and high school) students –the fall 
semester of odd years

ÅAssesses behaviors that contribute to 
unintentional injuries and violence, alcohol 
and other drug use, tobacco use, unhealthy 
dietary behaviors, inadequate physical activity

ÅWeighted data starting in 2011. The next cycle 
of data should be available this spring



Data example



Data example, cont.



VA YRBS Information

ÅData tables

ïhttp://www.vdh.virginia.gov/brfss/data/

ÅMore information about US BRFSS

ïhttps:// www.cdc.gov/brfss/index.html

ÅMore information about VA YRBS

ïhttp:// www.vdh.virginia.gov/brfss/

ÅDataset request or questions

ïvysrequest@vdh.virginia.gov

http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/brfss/data/
https://www.cdc.gov/brfss/index.html
http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/brfss/
mailto:vysrequest@vdh.virginia.gov


Virginia Online Injury Reporting 
System

VOIRS



VOIRS Overview
ÅProvides the public with data on deaths and 

hospitalizations attributable to intentional and 
unintentional injuries

ÅVOIRS is a query/table builder on the VDH 
external website for injury hospitalization and 
death. 

ÅOpioid Addiction dashboard is updated 
quarterly and includes information for NAS.



VOIRS

http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/voirs/

http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/voirs/
http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/voirs/


Opioid Addiction

http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/data/opioid-overdose/

http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/data/opioid-overdose/
http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/data/opioid-overdose/




School Health Profiles

Profiles



Profiles
ÅAlso administered every other year to 

secondary principals and lead health 
educators –the spring semester of even years

ÅAssesses school health policies, practices, and 
programs including, but not limited to, school 
health education, physical education, 
practices related to bullying and sexual 
harassment, school-based health services, 
family engagement and community 
involvement



Data example



VA Profiles Information

ÅData tables

ïhttp:// www.vdh.virginia.gov/school-health-
profiles-survey/data/

ÅMore information about US Profiles

ïhttps:// www.cdc.gov/healthyyouth/data/profiles/
index.htm

ÅMore information about VA Profiles

ïhttp://www.vdh.virginia.gov/school-health-
profiles-survey/

ÅDataset request or questions

ïvysrequest@vdh.virginia.gov

http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/school-health-profiles-survey/data/
https://www.cdc.gov/healthyyouth/data/profiles/index.htm
http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/school-health-profiles-survey/
mailto:vysrequest@vdh.virginia.gov


Survey Requests
ÅSend all requests for surveys to Shannon Pursell

ïProvide paragraph on the purpose for the request (i.e. 
survey purpose)

ïDraft survey questions and format(i.e. yes/no, multiple 
choice, ranking, etc.)

ïTimeline: open and close dates (expect at least 2 weeks 
before the survey is completed)

ÅLive link will be sent to requester so they may send 
to potential survey participants

ÅAnalysis provided at least 2 weeks after the survey 
closes

ÅWe highly encourage you not to create surveys on 
your own J



Thank you! Questions?


